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Mr. Speaker, our children’s future 

matters to all of us, and we have a re-
sponsibility to bring them into this 
new economy equipped with the tools 
needed to keep pace with technology 
innovations. Techies Day is the right 
direction to make this possible. 

f 

NUCLEAR WASTE STORAGE AT 
YUCCA MOUNTAIN COULD LEAD 
TO DISASTER 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his 
remarks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
been fortunate that a nuclear accident 
like the recent disaster at a Japanese 
uranium processing plant has not oc-
curred in the United States in the last 
3 decades. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
hold on to their gas masks because 
things could change. 

A recent article in the Las Vegas Re-
view Journal clearly stated that ‘‘a nu-
clear chain reaction similar to the one 
that released dangerous levels of radi-
ation from a Japanese uranium plant 
could happen with spent fuel the U.S. 
Government wants to store at Yucca 
Mountain.’’

Unfortunately, the Department of 
Energy continues to ignore the sci-
entific facts and warnings offered by 
the nuclear energy experts. Scientists 
have already concluded that water will 
drip through the porous rock barrier 
and accelerate corrosion of the nuclear 
waste containers, potentially causing a 
reaction similar to the Japanese nu-
clear disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress cannot in 
good faith place the lives of thousands 
of citizens living in the surrounding 
area of Yucca Mountain in peril. The 
plan to store nuclear waste at Yucca 
Mountain is simply unwarranted, un-
wise, and dangerous. We can and must 
prevent such a disaster. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE DINGELL- 
NORWOOD PATIENTS’ BILL OF 
RIGHTS

(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to support the bipartisan Dingell-Nor-
wood Patients’ Bill of Rights. We need 
protections for patients to ensure that 
they have access to specialists, to en-
sure that they get accurate informa-
tion about all of their medical options 
and not just the cheapest options. We 
need to ensure that they can get reim-
bursed for emergency room care. That 
is what the Patients’ Bill of Rights is 
about.

I am not here to paint the HMOs as 
the ultimate villains, but I will say 
that the profit motive leads to greed 

and greed leads to some of the worst 
abuses of patients we have seen. 

Mr. Speaker, we need a Patients’ Bill 
of Rights that is enforceable. Unfortu-
nately, the Republican leadership 
wants to give an empty can. If we can-
not enforce patients’ rights, the rights 
are meaningless. Some would say that 
is a boon for trial attorneys. Not so. 
The importance of having the right to 
sue is so there is a deterrent against 
bad medical practices. 

Texas has shown that there is not a 
significant increase in lawsuits when 
there is an enforceable bill of rights. 
We will also hear that this will drive 
up costs. Not so. Minimum cost in-
creases are a couple of dollars. What is 
important is that we have an enforce-
able bill of rights with teeth to protect 
all Americans. 

f 

DOLLARS TO THE CLASSROOM 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this week 
the House Committee on Education 
and the Workforce will consider the 
Dollars to the Classroom resolution 
stating that our schoolchildren and 
teachers in our public schools through-
out this country can benefit by direct-
ing Federal funding for elementary and 
secondary education directly to class-
rooms where the learning process actu-
ally takes place. 

By seeking to get 95 cents of every 
dollar into the classrooms of our public 
schools, the children and teachers of 
this Nation would see an additional 
$870 million out of the existing appro-
priation. That is $10,000 per school 
translating to about $450 for every 
classroom in America. 

By seeing that dollars actually get 
into the hands of those who directly 
teach our kids their ABCs and their 1, 
2, 3s, we will get maximum efficiency 
out of the use of our tax dollars. 

As the House considers the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act, let 
us look at how we can empower teach-
ers at the local level. No longer do we 
want our seventh graders saying their 
books were printed when their teachers 
were in the eighth grade. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Dollars to the Classroom 
resolution.

f 

CONGRESS MUST PASS PATIENTS’ 
BILL OF RIGHTS 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, just recently we read a report 
that tells us that 43 million Americans 
are uninsured and without health in-
surance. Shame on America and shame 

on this Congress. That is why among 
many things that we have to do to in-
clude those who are uninsured, we 
must pass the Patients’ Bill of Rights. 

Tragically in my own State of Texas 
under Republican leadership, Texas is 
number one with uninsured persons 
with no coverage to protect them and 
provide for health insurance. Shame on 
Texas and shame on the Republican 
leadership in the State of Texas. 

But the Patients’ Bill of Rights will 
give minimal relief to those who are 
covered. It provides access to any 
emergency room. It will stop the 
closed-door policy of an emergency 
room because of nonapproval, allow 
women to have OB/GYNs as their pri-
mary caregiver, and will give relief to 
sue HMOs, not frivolously but if they 
decide to determine a patient’s medical 
destiny and they are hurt. 

Mr. Speaker, does it mean patients 
will sue their employer? Of course not. 
Does it mean this will work? Yes, be-
cause it worked in the State of Texas. 

We must pass the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights, otherwise more shame on 
America.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CINCINNATI 
REDS FOR AN INCREDIBLE 
SEASON
(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, this was 
a special year for baseball in my home-
town of Cincinnati, Ohio. The Cin-
cinnati Reds with a handful of dedi-
cated veterans, a lot of young talent, 
and one of the lowest payrolls in base-
ball captured the Nation’s attention 
with their unbridled enthusiasm and 
passion for the game. 

Last night the Reds’ incredible run 
ended earlier than we had hoped. And 
while it may be of little consolation to 
the players, their inspirational efforts 
have brought many fans, both young 
and old, back to baseball. 

Sadly, baseball’s economics may not 
allow this same talented team to re-
turn to the field for another run at the 
pennant, but we will not soon forget 
the 1999 Cincinnati Reds. We will re-
member Barry Larkin and Pokey Reese 
turning spectacular double plays; Mike 
Cameron running down balls in the 
gap; Sean Casey and Greg Vaughn and 
many others driving pitches over the 
outfield walls; and the determined out-
ings by the pitching staff. 

Every Member of the Reds and their 
fans should hold their heads up high 
today. They gave it their all day in and 
day out and reminded the country that 
our national pastime is alive and well 
in the home of baseball’s first profes-
sional team: Cincinnati, Ohio. 

f 

GOP OBSTACLES TO PATIENT 
PROTECTIONS

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
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